
Kite Flight, Safety First!!!!!!!!!
*Never fly near power lines or try to free a kite caught in a power line. Call your local power company instead. Carbon spars used in
most Sport kites are good conductors, and are very dangerous if caught in power lines.
*Never fly in stormy weather (remember Ben Franklin was very lucky not to have been killed by his famous experiment).

*Never fly near trees; Your kite might get cut loose and out of control and it could damage both people and their property. Several
people this year have had damage done to the finish on their cars and several kites have landed on people. When you consider the size of
our fields, there is no reason for this.
*Never use metallic flying line.

*Never fly your kite near or over people. Politely instruct all spectators to stand behind you when your kite is being flown.
Remember, the safety of others is the responsibility of the flyer!
*Always be aware of your surroundings and mindful of others.
*Avoid all other obstacles; besides the risk of entanglement in trees, you should not fly near roads & vehicles, and make sure that
your flying area does not have obstructions such as posts and holes. 

*Special rules apply when flying near any Airport. If flying a kite within two miles of an airport, FAA regulations prohibit the
use of any kite weighing over five pounds, and it is not permitted to fly any kite on line longer than 500 feet in length.

*Always use extreme caution when flying large kites. It is considered by many to be advisable to Wear gloves when 

handling large kites. Never leave them unattended. Winds can change direction and intensity very quickly.
*Sport & power kites need to be flown with particular care. Make sure that your kite can not self launch when setting up
your kite, and follow all safety rules and instructions for the type of Sport or power kite you are flying. If a kite you plan to fly did not come
with safety instructions, make sure you acquire the proper knowledge to safely control the kite. Periodically inspect your kite for broken or
split spars and verify that the bridle and flying lines are not excessively frayed or worn. Also, do not leave your kite lines unattended while
staked or lying on the ground. You do not want people to trip over your sport kite lines.
* Fastening yourself to your kite line can lead to painful, serious injuries. Extra caution should be used if using a harness
when traction or power flying. A harness should not be engaged if there is any doubt that total control can be maintained. It is also advisable
to use a quick release system if you are attached to your kite.
*Never over power yourself with a kite too large for wind conditions or fly a kite that you can't safely control.
*Never cut line and release a kite (the only exception to this rule is within the confines of a controlled fighter kite battle).
*Always be prepared for the worst. Fly your kite with the assumption that you will lose control and crash at anytime due to pilot
error or equipment failure. With this mindset, you will ensure that your flying area and the immediate surroundings are free of people and
the other dangerous circumstances mentioned above.
*LINE SAFETY; Always avoid crossing different types of flying line. That’s right, you heard correctly, line safety is an issue
that is very seldom mentioned, but is extremely important! A fact that all fliers should know, and many are not aware of, is that not all kite
line is created equal! Most other lines can cut Spectra line, which is most commonly used for stunt kite flying. Although Spectra line uses
very strong woven fibers, it has a very low melting point. Therefore the friction produced by any other type of line crossing Spectra will
swiftly cause the line to be cut. Many single line fliers, and beginner Sport kite fliers (and even fliers with some experience) do not realize
that cotton or Dacron line can be very hazardous to Spectra lines, the sport kites being flown, the flyers and spectators within the flying
area. These lines used for single line, and some low-end sport kites can be the cause of major problems on the flying field. If a sport kite
flying at high speed has one or all of its lines cut, that kite can go out of control, possibly causing injury or even death to anyone within it’s
path.

I have witnessed 20# cotton line cutting 300# Spectra. You can be fairly sure that any flyer using 300# or 200# Spectra will be under
serious power, and if the lines are cut, this can end in disaster. Also do not be fooled with smaller Sport kites using lighter kite lines. The
smaller the Sport kite, the faster its relative speed for any given wind speed, compared to its larger counterparts. A fast moving kite can
cause serious injury, especially if out of control of its flyer.

Always remember that not only the kites themselves, but also kite lines can cause serious injury. Many Sport kites are capable of flying at
very high speeds in higher winds. If your sport kite is flying at 60 mph, so are the ends of the lines closest to the kite. Imagine a cheese
slicer moving at the speed of your kite (yes that is an exaggeration, but it’s not that far off).
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                                                        Y e a r  2 0 0 _  M e m b e r s h ip  A p p l ic a t io n  

                                                          W e s t e r n  P e n n s y lv a n ia ' s  o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  k ite  e n th u s ia s t s  

N a m e :  

A d d r e s s :  

C i t y ,  S t a t e ,  Z ip :  

T e le p h o n e :                              E - M a i l :  

A d d i t i o n a l  F a m i ly  M e m b e r  N a m e s:  
 
 

M e m b e r b e n e f i t s :  * W i n d  W a r r i o r ,  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  * A n  A m e r i c a n  K i t e f l i e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b   
* M o n t h l y  f u n  f l i e s  * A n n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  i m p ro m p tu  f l i e s  * M e e t  o t h e r  l o c a l  f l i e r s  to  j o i n  o n  t h e  k i t e  f l y i n g  f i e l d   

A n n u a l  m em b e r s h i p :  ( c h e c k  o n e )  
_ _ _ _  $ 1 0 . 0 0 - I n d i v i d u a l   
_ _ _ _  $ 1 5 . 0 0 - F a m ily 

( p l e a s e  c h e c k  o n e  b e l o w )  
_ _ _ _ _  R e n e w a l   _ _ _ _  R e in s t a t e  
_ _ _ _ _  N e w  M e m b e r *  ( s e e  d u e s  b e low )  
S e n d  F o rm  &  m a k e  ch e c k  p a y ab l e  t o :   P a u l  S h i r e y  
                                            2 3 5  J o lly  H i l l  R o a d   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ N a t r o n a  H e ig h t s , P A  1 5 0 6 5 _  

( p r o - r a t e d  D u e s  f o r  n e w  m em b e r s *  o n l y )  
M o n t h  j o i n e d                   I n d i v i d u a l        F a m i l y  
J a n - M a r c h  — — — — — –      $ 1 0 . 0 0 *          $ 1 5 . 0 0 *  
A p ri l-J u n e  — — — — — —       $ 9 . 0 0 *          $ 1 2 . 0 0 *  
J u l y - S e p t — — — — — — —      $ 6 .0 0 *            $ 8 . 0 0 *  
O c t - D e c — — — — — — — –      $ 3 . 0 0 *            $ 4 .0 0 *  

F o r  n e w  m em b e r s ,  c i r c l e  d u e s  t h a t a p p l y  

 

Annual membership: (check one) 
____ $10.00 - Individual             (please check one) _____ Renewal    
____ $15.00 - Family                  _____ Reinstate _____New Member* 
 

Make check payable to:                                
FLY PGH KITE CLUB           
Send Form to: Ed Mansur      
                       610 Spruce Street  
                       Canonsburg, PA 15317___________________________________
     (pro-rated Dues for New Members* only) 
Month joined     Individual          Family 
Jan-March---------- $10.00*          $15.00* 
April-June----------   $9.00*           $12.00*  
July-Sept-----------    $6.00*            $8.00* 
Oct-Dec-------------    $3.00*            $4.00* 
     For New Members, circle dues that apply 



General rules of thumb to maintain Line Safety:

Kevlar line will cut all other lines (for this reason, this line is very seldom used in kite flying, except under
special applications) 

Fighter kite Line (waxed line or glass coated), will cut most other lines, depending on the line. Tradition Fighter 
Kite Line is meant to be used for cutting lines of other Fighter kites. In fighter kite competitions of this nature, the last fighter kite that
remains in the sky is the winner. Fighter kite (cutting line) should not be used for any other type of kite flying.

Cotton line will cut most lines (except Kevlar), because it is a natural fiber and has no oil based byproduct
within its fibers. Cotton line is used mostly for inexpensive kites.

Dacron line will cut Spectra (but not Cotton or Kevlar). Dacron is commonly used for used for single line kites.

Spectra line will be cut by all other lines (including Spectra/Dacron blends, sometimes called Sport line). Spectra
is the ideal line for Sport and Power kite flying because it has very high strength, but very low stretch, with the capability of having many
wraps in the lines, and the flyer can still maintain control. 

Keep this with your kite gear at all times for your reference,
and to share with others on the flying field☺

Kite Safety Field Card
C☺☺mpliments of Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club

Extra copies of this field card can be found on the web at 
www.windstarkites.com/KiteSafetyFieldCard.htm 
Or contact Con Engels (724) 869-4488 for copies.

Note: Remember that the flier of each kite is responsible for the safety of everyone within the path of his or her kite. These 
safety rules have been compiled using AKA rules, and input from various members of the Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club, OSEK, AKA and
International fliers. All of the rules mentioned can be further expanded upon, and this "Field Card" should form a good foundation to help
keep kiting safe. Each discipline of kite flying has it's own special skills needed and may have its own safety rules specific for that type. It is
up to the individual flier to make sure that he or she learns all that is needed to keep it safe for everyone. We all want to have fun kiting, but 
we must never forget these safety rules! Many spectators, bystanders, and even some fliers are not aware of all the possible dangers of kite
flying. It is up to all of us to raise safety awareness, not just to fliers, but to others as well.
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 Fly Pittsburgh is committed to kiting as a lifelong year  
round activity. We are designers, builders, artists,  
athletes, and above all else, we are avid kite fliers. 
Our slogan is:  
F    Fly and have fun with kites  
L    Leave spectators with a smile and a... 
Y    Yearn for kite flying. 
 

P    Participate in all aspects of kiting 
I     Instruct others how to build kites 
T    Talk to others about kite flying 
T    Teach others how to fly kites, and about kite... 
S    Safety 

In 1991 the founding members first met & flew together. Since 
that time the club has grown into a very diversified group.  
 
The Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club “Mission Statement” reads…  
The primary goal and purpose of the Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club is 
to foster and promote the enjoyment and safety of flying kites 
and engaging in kite-related activities for its members. The 
members of the Fly Pittsburgh Kite Club have diverse interests 
in flying kites, the types of which include, but are not limited to, 
various types of dual and quad-line sport kites, fighter-type 
kites of various national origins, and a multitude of other types 
of single line kites. Some Fly Pittsburgh members are interested 
in kiting-related activities, which include but are not limited to, 
kite buggying, ice kiting and Indoor flying.  
Fly Pittsburgh further aspires to share the enjoyment, knowl-
edge and talents of its members, flying kites and engaging in 
kiting-related activities with all good and interested members of 
the community, inclusive of persons of all ages, sexes, sexual 
orientations, races, religion and national origins.  


